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ABSTRACT: Dr. Wilton Marion Krogman was one of the major founders of physical and foren- 
sic anthropology in the United States. His extraordinary career spanned nearly six decades, and 
he was universally admired and respected for his scholarship, teaching, research, wit, and hu- 
manity. While studies based on human skeletal remains have long been used to assist the medico- 
legal system, the late Dr. Krogman can be credited with uniting these areas into the discipline of 
forensic anthropology. His "Guide to the Identification of Human Skeletal Material" (1939) in 
the F.B.L Law Enforcement Bulletin became the foundation of this discipline; his monumental 
book 7"he Human Skeleton in Forensic Medicine (updated with the author in 1986) solidified its 
establishment. The purpose of this paper is to pay tribute to this great man and outline his influ- 
ence on the development and advancement of forensic anthropology. 
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The passing of Dr. Wilton Marion Krogman, Ph.D. on 4 Nov. 1987 marked the end of an 
era. Born in Oak Park, Illinois on 28 June 1903, his illustrious career spanned nearly six 
decades. Bill Krogman was truly a pioneer in establishing the foundations of forensic, physi- 
cal, and dental anthropology. 

His long and distinguished career began at the University of Chicago in 1921 with a schol- 
arship in American History. After receiving his Ph.B. (1926), M.A. (1927), and Ph.D. 
(1929) from the University of Chicago (Phi Beta Kappa), Dr. Krogman studied with Sir 
Arthur Keith in London as a National Research Council Fellow of the Royal College of Sur- 
geons (1930-1931). Upon his return to the States, he became a professor of physical anthro- 
pology and anatomy at Western Reserve University (1931-1938) and the University of Chi- 
cago (1938-1947). In 1947, he joined the University of Pennsylvania School of Dental 
Medicine as professor of physical anthropology, and became Professor Emeritus in 1971. At 
the same time, Dr. Krogman founded and directed the Philadelphia Center for Research in 
Child Growth, which was later named the W. M. Krogman Center for Research in Child 
Growth in his honor. Between 1971 and 1983 he served as Director of Research at the H. K. 
Cooper Clinic in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (Fig. 1). 

During his many active years in the field, Dr. Krogman published more than 200 books 
and articles in professional journals and popular magazines of the caliber of Scientif ic Amer-  
ican. Auspiciously, he began his career with a monumental ,  prize-winning work on the an- 
thropological aspect of dentition that consumed almost an entire issue of the Journal  o f  Den- 
tal Research [1]. His scholarly activities ranged from the areas of growth and development of 
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FIG. 1--Wilton Marion Krogman, Ph.D. (picture taken in 1983). 

anthropoid apes and normal children [2, 3] to his later research on the subject of cleft palate. 
He was particularly proud of his work entitled "The Growth of Man" published in 1941 [2]. 

Truly a "Renaissance Man," his studies extended to prehistoric human skeletal remains 
from such diverse geographic locales as Iran, Iraq, Turkey, Australia, and the United 
States. Much of his work has become standard reading in anthropology [3,4], and the most 
popular articles such as the "Scars of Human Evolution" [4] were reprinted time and again. 

It is quite likely that Dr. Krogman was the first physical anthropologist to join the Ameri- 
can Academy of Forensic Sciences. He is best known to forensic scientists for his research, 
assistance to law enforcement, and teaching, and he firmly believed in sharing his knowledge 
through the publication of case studies [5-11]. He first presented his ideas on the discipline 
of forensic anthropology to anthropologists themselves in 1935 [12] and continued this em- 
phasis through later publications [13,14]. A fan of Sherlock Holmes [15], he even took his 
forensic anthropological skill to the investigation of the Piltdown Hoax [16]. His wide-rang- 
ing expertise also included the art of radiographic analysis [17]. In addition, he prolifically 
directed his vast knowledge toward other forensic scientists, law enforcement agents 
[5, 7,18-20], physicians and dentists [21-24], and even the general public [4, 8, 9,25-28]. 

Krogman also was responsible for clarifying and elaborating some of the most crucial 
issues in forensic anthropology [5,14,20,29,30]. His 1939 paper entitled "A Guide to the 
Identification of Human Skeletal Material" [29], to which the F. B. L Law Enforcement Bul- 
letin devoted nearly an entire issue, is widely considered to mark the beginning of forensic 
anthropology in the United States. This lengthy treatise dealt with practically every aspect of 
forensic anthropology and was probably the first article written by an anthropologist for law 
enforcement personnel. He emphasized age, sex, stature, and race differences and illus- 
trated the importance of facial reconstruction. In a later article entitled "Reconstruction of 
the Living Head from the Skull" [5], he described in detail the procedures and later modifi- 
cations [14,30] that set the standards for and initiated further research in facial reconstruc- 
tion technology. 

Despite the groundwork laid by Krogman and a few others, forensic anthropologists were 
rarely an important segment of the medicolegal system until about 1962 when he published 
his landmark book The Human Skeleton in Forensic Medicine [30]. This well-rounded refer- 
ence book detailing skeletal biology, variation, and their related forensic science significance 
ushered in an era characterized by the increasing involvement and interaction of anthropolo- 
gists and the rest of the forensic science field. Dr. Krogman continued to encourage the 
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growth of this field by joining with the author to bring the book up to date in 1986. We both 
felt it was vital to redefine forensic anthropology in terms of new advances, techniques, and 
developments from all over the world. At the same time, earlier concepts were reassessed so 
that their inherent principles would not be lost [14]. 

Dr. Krogman was a man of great personal warmth and scholarly quality. He was indeed 
the foremost authority, teacher, and researcher of our time. Always friendly, helpful, and 
supportive, he made physical and forensic anthropology a fascinating subject to learn and 
practice. His unflinching sense of humor was aptly reflected in his beautifully polished limer- 
icks. His scholarship was a model of quality and quantity for all of us to emulate. A true 
pioneer, Dr. Krogman forged the solid foundations upon which our field will continue to 
grow. 

Among Dr. Krogman's  long list of richly deserved honors and awards are the Viking 
Medal in Physical Anthropology for Outstanding Contribution in the Field, the Drexel Insti- 
tute Award for Contributions to Child Growth and Development, both the 1969 Ketcham 
Award and the 1982 Annual Award from the American Association of Orthodontics, and the 
American Cleft Palate Association Honors Award. He was named as an Honorary Fellow of 
the American College of Dentists, a Member of the Charter Faculty, Institute for Advanced 
Education in Dental Research, National Institute of Health, and was inducted into the Na- 
tional Academy of Sciences in 1966. His contributions have been recognized with a number 
of honorary degrees: an LL.D. from Baylor University, a D.Sc. from the University of Michi- 
gan, and another D.Sc. from the University of Pennsylvania. 

I was deeply moved by one of his last letters to me in which he wrote " l  want to tell you, my 
dear friend, that writing the second edition with you was one of the happiest occurrences of 
my professional research life . . . .  " Needless to say, the experience of working with and 
getting to know this extraordinary gentleman was the highlight of my career. Indeed, Dr. 
Wilton Marion Krogman has greatly enhanced the lives of all of us who have had the privi- 
lege of being touched by his knowledge, wit, warmth, and humanity. 

References 

[l] Krogman, W. M., "AnthropologicalAspectsoftheHumanTeethandDentition,"JournalofDen- 
tal Research, Vol. 7, No. 1, 1927, pp. 1-108. 

[2] Krogman, W. M., "The Growth of Man," in Tabulae Biologieae, Vol. 20, Den Haag, Junk, The 
Netherlands, 1941, pp. 1-963 (distribution held up by war conditions until 1946). 

[3] Krogman, W. M., Child Growth, University of Michigan Press, Ann Arbor, 1972. 
[4] Krogman, W. M., "Sears of Human Evolution," ScientifieAmerican, Vol. 185, No. 6, Dec. 1951, 

pp. 54-57. 
[5] Krogman, W. M. and MeCue, M. J., "Reconstruction of the Living Head from the Skull," F.B.L 

Law Enforcement Bulletin, Vol. 15, No. 7, July 1946, pp. 11-18. 
[6] Krogman, W. M., "The Case of the Divided Skeleton," Interne (Interne Council of Greater New 

York), Vol. 13, No. 7, July 1947, pp. 301-305. 
[7] Krogman, W. M., McGregor, J., and Frost, B., "A Problem in Human Skeleton Remains," F.B.L 

Law Enforcement Bulletin, Vol. 17, No. 7, June 1948, pp. 7-12. 
[8] Krogman, W. M., "The Improbable Case of 'The Cinder Woman'," Pageant, Oct. 1953. 
[9] Krogman, W. M., "The Improbable Case of 'The Cinder Woman'," General Magazine and His- 

torical Chronicle. General Alumni Society, University of Pennsylvania, Vol. 55, No. 2, 1953, pp. 
61-69. 

[10] Krogman, W. M., "A Problem in the Ageing of Human Remains," Journal of Forensic Sciences, 
Vol. 7, No. 3, July 1962, pp. 255-264. 

[1l] Krogman, W. M., "Will 'Mr. X' Please Come Forward?," Delaware Medical Journal, Vol. 51, No. 
7, July 1979, pp. 399-413. 

[12] Krogman, W. M., "Life Histories Recorded in Skeletons," American Anthropologist, Vol. 37, No. 
1, 1935, pp. 92-103. 

[13] Krogman, W. M., "Physical Anthropology and Forensic Medicine," in Anthropology and the Be- 
havioral and Health Sciences, O. von Mering and L. Kasdan, Eds., University of Pittsburgh Press, 
Pittsburgh, 1970, pp. 206-220. 



1476 JOURNAL OF FORENSIC SCIENCES 

[14] Krogman, W. M. and i~can, M. Y., The Human Skeleton in Forencis Medicine, second ed., 
Charles C Thomas, Springfield, IL, 1986. 

[15] Krogman, W. M., "Sherlock Holmes as an Anthropologist," Scientific Monthly, Vol. 80, No. 3, 
March 1955, pp. 155-162. 

[16] Krogman, W. M., "The Planned Planting of Piltdown: Who? Why?," in Human Evolution. S. L. 
Washburn and E. R. McCown, Eds., Cummings Publishing Co., Menlo Park, CA, 1978, pp. 
239-254. 

[17] Krogman, W. M., "Radiography in Forensic Medicine: The Skeleton," in The Science oflonizing 
Radiation, L. E, Etter, Ed., Charles C Thomas, Springfield, IL, 1965, pp. 632-654. 

[18] Krogman, W. M., "The Role of the Physical Anthropologist in the Identification of Human Skele- 
tal Remains," F.B.I. Law Enforcement Bulletin, Vol. 12, No. 4, July-Aug. 1943, pp. 17-40. 

[19] Krogman, W. M., "The Role of the Physical Anthropologist in the Identification of Human Skele- 
tal Remains, Part If," F.B.1. Law Enforcement Bulletin, Vol. 12, No. 5, July-Aug. 1943, pp. 
12-28. 

[20] Krogman, W. M., "The Human Skeleton in Legal Medicine: Medical Presentation," in Medicole- 
gal Problems, Series Two, S. A. Levinson, Ed., Lippincott, Philadelphia, 1949, pp. 1-92. 

[21] Krogman, W. M., "The Skeleton in Forensic Medicine," Proceedings, Institute of Medicine of 
Chicago, Vol. 16, No. S, 1946. 

[22] Krogman, W. M,, "The Skeleton Tells Its Story," Bulletin of Philadelphia County Dental Society, 
Vol. 12, No. 8, May 1948, pp. 210-213. 

[23] Krogman, W. M., "The Human Skeleton in Forensic Medicine, Part 1," Post-Graduate Medicine, 
Vol. 17, No. 2, Feb. 1955, pp. A34-A46. 

[24] Krogman, W. M., "The Human Skeleton in Forensic Medicine, Part 2," Post-Graduate Medicine, 
Vol. 17, No. 3, March 1955, pp. A48-A62. 

[25] Krogman, W. M., "The Skeleton Talks," Scientific American, Vol. 159, No. 2, Aug. 1938, pp. 
61-64. 

[26] Krogman, W. M., "The Skeleton Talks," Reader's Digest. Vol. 33, No. 8, Aug. 1938, pp. 104- 
106. 

[271 Krogman, W. M., "The Skeleton Talks," Finger Print and Identification Magazine, Vol. 21, No. 
6, 1939, pp. 3-8. 

[28] Krogman, W. M., "Talking Skeletons," General Magazine and Historical Chronicle, General 
Alumni Society, University of Pennsylvania, Vol. Sl, No. 2, Winter 1949, pp. 79-83. 

[291 Krogman, W. M., "A Guide to the Identification of Human Skeletal Material," F.B.I. Law En- 
/orcement Bulletin, Vol. 8, No. 8, Aug. 1939, pp. 3-31. 

[30] Krogman, W. M., The Human Skeleton in Forensic Medicine, Charles C Thomas, Springfield, IL, 
1962. 

Address requests for reprints or additional information to 
M. Ya~ar I~can, Ph.D. 
Florida Atlantic Univeristy 
Department of Anthropology 
P.O. Box 3091 
Boca Raton, FL 33431 




